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I. DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Describe your prayer life now. 
Can you remember a time when God answered your prayer(s)?  
How would you define effective prayer? 

II. SCRIPTURE AND DISCUSSION 

In John 15:7, it says that if we abide in Jesus, and his words abide in us, we can ask what we desire and 
it shall be given to us. The word abide means to dwell in, participate with, and share in; it’s ongoing 
and continual. Abiding is a connection - Jesus in me, I in Him. When we abide in Jesus, we are inviting 
him into our lives and saturating ourselves with his truth in Scripture, leading us to offer prayers that 
align with his will. As we abide, our knowledge grows of Jesus’ desires and what he wants to 
accomplish in us, around us, and through us. 

 1. Read Romans 8:26-28 and 1 John 5:14-15. What does this tell us about praying according to 
    God’s will? 

 2. How do we know we are praying according to God’s will? 

 3. Why is it important to seek God’s will in prayer? 

 4. What does abiding in Christ look like and how does it affect daily prayer?  

An example of praying according to God’s will is to search the Scriptures about something you are 
praying for, whether it is a need, a circumstance, a hope, or desire. For example, if you are having a 
difficult time believing you are forgiven about a particular sin, look up Romans 8:1 or 1 John 1:9 and 
then pray these verses, believing this is God’s will for you. 

III. TAKING ACTION 

Think of a circumstance or situation in your life that can be brought to God in prayer. Pray and thank 
God that he hears you, cares about you, and listens to you. Then search the Scriptures for ways that 
you can pray according to God’s will in this area. Use the Scriptures below as a starting place or go to 
www.biblegateway.org and do a key word search. Write out your thoughts and Scripture findings.  

Prayer for contentment Philippians 4:10-13              Prayer for wisdom     James 1:5-8 
Prayer for freedom from sin Romans 6:5-11          Prayer for strength    2 Corinthians 12:9-10 

TOPIC: 

KEY VERSE: 

OBJECTIVES:

Prayer Plan 3:  Effective Prayer 

1 John 5:14-15 

1. Understand the importance of praying according to God’s will. 
2. Develop a heart of faith in prayer, knowing that God hears us. 
3. Realize the greatest goal of prayer is communion with God.
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